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After a long wait and 
much residential pressure, 
Hounslow Council are 
pleased to be able to 
introduce facilities 
to recycle plastic in 
Brentford.
Resident consultation on 
how the scheme should be 
run through ‘hm’ was an 
overwhelming success with 
over 600 responses. The 
sites have now been finalised 
and the bins should be in 
place during  July. 

The following sites will have containers 
to collect mixed plastics ranging from 
plastic bottles to yoghurt pots and all 
plastic packaging.
Sainsbury’s, Chiswick
Somerfield, Brentford

Somerfield, Hounslow West
Tesco, Osterley 
Tesco, Twickenham 
Tesco, Feltham High Street
Tesco, Hayes

For further information please contact 
the recycling team on 020 8583 5060 
or recycling@hounslow.gov.uk

According to the Soil Association, 
over 400 chemical pesticides are 
routinely used in conventional 
farming and residues are often 
present in non-organic food. The 
government has recently found high 
residues are in baby food as well as  
vegetables and fruit.  
Organic foods are usually higher in 

vitamin C and essential minerals as 
well as antioxidants, although they tend 
to be more expensive and sometimes 
difficult to source.  Organic food is 
produced in conditions that avoid 
pesticides, genetically modified crops, 
antibiotics and in an environment 
which is better for wildlife and animal 
standards.  

Further details can be obtained 
from www.soilassociation.org, 
www.whyorganic.org and www.
farmersmarkets.net

Brentford Farmers’ Market is now open 
every Saturday morning in the Health 
Centre Car Park, Boston Manor Road.  
Alternatively try an organic delivery 
service like www.abelandcole.co.uk

Choose organic foods...

www.bragonline.org.uk

Recycling Tips
• Keep it simple, make a space 
next to your bin for a recycling 
container
• Old paint can be reused 
– www.communityrepaint.org.uk 
• Choose a ‘bag for life‛ or use 
your own cloth bags for shopping. 
(About 300 plastic bags are used 
per household per year – most of 
these end up in landfill or cause 
damage to the environment, 
blocking waterways etc.)   
• Buy refills and use refillable 
containers (Ecover Laundry and 
Washing-up liquid can be refilled 
at As Nature Intended, Bond 
Street, Ealing and High Road, 
Chiswick)

Energy Saving Tips
• Insulate your loft and cavity 
walls (can save £100 per year)
• Turn off television sets and 
computers; left on standby these 
can use enough energy to power 
a town the size of Basingstoke
• Choose energy saving light 
bulbs; these use about 80% less 
electricity than ordinary bulbs 
and last 12 times longer
• Look for the “A” label when 
renewing appliances, buy the 
most energy efficient



SOUL IN THE CITY ‛04
At last summer‛s 
Soul in the City 
BRAG member 

Diana Leap 
demonstrated 
just how much 

fun people of all 
ages and many 

talents can have with JUNK.
Spread out beside the brag stand 
was an enticing 

collection of 
glitter, paints, 

brushes, scissors, 
glues and sticky 
tapes.  What did 

they make?  Many 
wonderful large, 
small, red, blue, silver, smooth, 
rough, knobbly, wobbly hairy 

THINGS.

JOIN BRAG TODAY!
For just £3/annum you can become a supporter of Brentford 
Recycling Action Group.

Name ________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
 ________________________________________
Telephone ________________________________________
Email ________________________________________
 Yes, I can help deliver ‘brag news’ in my area
 Yes, I will start attending brag meetings
 Please email me brag news
 Please take me off the brag news mailing list
Return to: The Treasurer, BRAG63 Windmill Road, 
Brentford, Middx. TW8 0QQ.  Please make cheques 
payable to “Brentford Recycling Action Group”.

Sylvia Biles 
It seems unthinkable that, in these days of environmental 
awareness at the planning level, it could be permissible to 
design a new housing development with no provision for 
recycling of domestic waste. But that was just what I found 
on moving in to Ferry Quays.  [Ed. - the developer failed to 
comply with a ‘D4’ condition.]  Large rubbish bins in the 
underground car park swallowed black bags of assorted 
garbage.  Residents had no incentive to recycle as most 
found it all too convenient to dump their black bag en-route 
from lift to vehicle.
In enquiring of Hounslow as to whether a recycling scheme could 
be initiated, we came upon a serious snag.  The electric vehicle 
which is used to tow the rubbish containers to ground level for 
kerbside emptying would not be suitable for towing the recycling 
bins without a dedicated trailer.  Hounslow were happy to provide 
free sets of Estate bins but we would have to buy an expensive 
trailer ourselves - an extra drain on the Service Charge when 
every effort had to be made to keep costs down.  Eventually our 
concierge tracked down a refurbished trailer that helped to sell the 
idea of recycling at Ferry Quays.

The bin stores were too small to take the usual metal frames 
housing a set of bins, but a compromise solution was to place the 
bins separately.  Unfortunately this meant that the bins could be 
opened and initially some non-standard creative interpretations of 
use occurred. 

What we need now is a system of collecting cardboard.  With 
apartments continually being vacated and re-let, a huge quantity 
of bulky packaging clogs up the refuse bins. But by far the greatest 
volume of discarded waste is plastics - which can be recycled into 
new products - but as yet there is no system of doorstep collection. 
There’s a challenge for Hounslow’s Recycling TeaThere’s a challenge for Hounslow’s Recycling TeaThere’s a challenge for Hounslow’s Recycling T m!
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For recycling enquiries: Jayshree Taank,
Community Recycling Officer, Hounslow Council
recycling@hounslow.gov.uk
Tel: 020 8583 5060

Send letters and comments to:
The Editors, 42 Orchard Road, 
Brentford, Middx. TW8 0QU
Email: braginfo@yahoo.co.uk

Meetings: First Tuesday in the month, 7pm at 
Grand Union Community Development office 
(191 High Street, opposite Autowise). 
All welcome.

brag is :
• a local waste action group made up of local 
residents
• facilitated and supported by Hounslow Council
• working to raise awareness and advance 
education in the reduction, reuse and recycling of 
waste materials of all kinds
• set up to promote activities and facilities 
which seek to improve the local environment 
(Brentford) for the benefit of the community.

Introducing  recycling 
at Ferry Quays

From America
An environmental crusader has built a new home for his 
horses using 80 tonnes of porn magazines.  Architect Doug 
Eichelberger used the material, collected over 12 years, to 
cover the frame of the barn on his ranch.  “This helps the 
environment,” he said.  “It keeps the waste out of landfill and 
makes an affordable building.  That’s good.”  [Ed. - No doubt will 
keep the horses warm, too!!]


